True Identity
Part 7-When God Does the Fighting
Exodus 13-14

When the Lord leads and guides…
The LO
 RD went ahead of them. He guided them during the day with a pillar of cloud, and He
provided light at night with a pillar of fire. This allowed them to travel by day or by night. And
the L
 ORD did not remove the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire from its place in front of the people.
Exodus 13:21-22 NLT

Change of plans…
Then the L
 ORD gave these instructions to Moses: “Order the Israelites to turn back and camp by
Pi-hahiroth between Migdol and the sea. Camp there along the shore, across from
Baal-zephon. Then Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are confused. They are trapped in the
wilderness!’ And once again I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase after you. I have
planned this in order to display my glory through Pharaoh and his whole army. After this the
Egyptians will know that I am the L
 O RD!” So the Israelites camped there as they were told.
Exodus 14:1-4 NLT

God _________________ led the Israelites into a _________ _________.
The trap is set…
When word reached the king of Egypt that the Israelites had fled, Pharaoh and his officials
changed their minds. “What have we done, letting all those Israelite slaves get away?” they
asked. So Pharaoh harnessed his chariot and called up his troops. He took with him 600 of
Egypt’s best chariots, along with the rest of the chariots of Egypt, each with its
commander. The LO
 RD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, so he chased after the
people of Israel, who had left with fists raised in defiance. Exodus 14:5-8 NLT

The Israelites panic…

As
Pharaoh approached, the people of Israel looked up and panicked when they saw the
Egyptians overtaking them. They cried out to the LORD, and they said to Moses, “Why did you
bring us out here to die in the wilderness? Weren’t there enough graves for us in Egypt? What

have you done to us? Why did you make us leave Egypt? Didn’t we tell you this would happen
while we were still in Egypt? We said, ‘Leave us alone! Let us be slaves to the Egyptians. It’s
better to be a slave in Egypt than a corpse in the wilderness!’” Exodus 14:10-12 NLT

Do not fear!!
But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and watch the LORD rescue you
today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again. The LO
 RD Himself will fight for you.
Just stay calm.” Exodus 14:13-14 NLT

The Death and Burial of Jesus…
At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. At about three o’clock, Jesus
called out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, My God, why
have you abandoned Me?”
Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought He was calling for the prophet Elijah. One of
them ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, holding it up to Him on a reed stick so He could
drink. But the rest said, “Wait! Let’s see whether Elijah comes to save Him.”
Then Jesus shouted out again, and He released His spirit. At that moment the curtain in the
sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks split
apart, and tombs opened. The bodies of many godly men and women who had died were raised
from the dead. They left the cemetery after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city of
Jerusalem, and appeared to many people.
The Roman officer and the other soldiers at the crucifixion were terrified by the earthquake and
all that had happened. They said, “This man truly was the Son of God!”
And many women who had come from Galilee with Jesus to care for Him were watching from a
distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary (the mother of James and Joseph), and the
mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee.
As evening approached, Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea who had become a follower of
Jesus, went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. And Pilate issued an order to release it to
him. Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a long sheet of clean linen cloth. He placed it in his
own new tomb, which had been carved out of the rock. Then he rolled a great stone across the
entrance and left. Both Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting across from the tomb
and watching. Matthew 27:45-66 NLT

God is calling us to ________ _______ and __________ as we ________ at the tomb tonight.

