The Road Ahead
Part 3-Empowering the Extraordinary
Ephesians 4:11-16, Romans 12:2, 2 Corinthians 5:17

Vision Statement
Bethany Church is Christ's love in action,
a beacon to the community,
empowering all people to live in extraordinary ways for Christ.

We don’t have to go Africa!!
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your
sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for Him. Don’t become
so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your
attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what He wants from
you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its
level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.
Romans 12:1-2 MSG

It is God who empowers us!!
It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some
to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will
no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind
of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead,
speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. Ephesians 4:11-16 NIV

We are Ambassadors!!
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All
this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of

reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men's sins
against them. And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore
Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
Him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 NIV

Get out of the boat!!!
During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the
disciples saw Him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out
in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." "Lord, if it's
you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." "Come," he said. Then Peter got down
out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. Matthew 14:25-29 NIV

In what ways are you deeply connected to God?
How has God shaped you for ministry?
What holds you back from serving Him fully?

